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00:08 
CD: You're invincible at that age, aren't you? 


00:10 
HR: I think so, yeah, you pretty well think that you, you're gonna be all right. 
(Laughs) 


00:18 
CD: So were you scared at all? 


00:49 
CD: Did you lose any friends in that attack? (Has to repeat again for Harry to 
hear) 


00:58 

HR: Well, there was some, there was some guys in the squadron that were 
killed but I wasn't in the squadron long enough to really know anybody. 
None of the, none of the people that I knew were, were wounded or 
damaged to speak of. Um, but I found out later about different ones that 
were actually killed on that day, yeah. I don't know, looking back at it now I 
can't tell ya, I can't tell ya names of any of 'em. 


01:33 
CD: Did you go to any ofthe funerals? 


01:35 

HR: No. (Shakes head) Well actually, I don't think we had normal, what you 
would call official funerals for those who perished that day at Kanaoue and 
the rest of them were buried eventually over in the National Cemetery, and 
uh (shakes head) we weren't involved in that. We were doing our assigned 
duties and that's what we were doing. They had details for that type of 
stuff, we were not involved in that. 


Pause for plane and to fix microphone. 


03:03 

CD: So you spoke about this movie producer coming on to evaluate what had 
happened, how many days after the attacks did he come around, do you 
remember that at all? (Has to repeat) 


03:15 

HR: I don't know, I think I saw him probably two weeks after, uh, after the 
smoke cleared. 'Cause I wasn't down around the hanger, I was off doing 
assigned duties and I remember seeing him up on the, up on the mezzanine 
one day and I didn't know who he was, he wasn't anybody who was, that I 
was familiar with and he was a commander and I did know his name. I 
can't say it right now but he was a movie producer. 


03:47 
CD: Was he being escorted or anything or was he there surveying it on his own? 
(Has to repeat) 


03:53 

HR: No, he was just walking around, he wasn't, he didn't have a camera crew 
or, or anything that I saw, I did, actually I don't, I don't even know nothing 
about him, I, it wasn't none of my business and even knew nothing about 
him except that he wasn't one of our pilots. And everybody, all the 
commission officers on our squadron were pilots. And, uh then we had, uh 
enlisted pilots too but I knew, I knew most all of who they were. 


04:37 

CD: When you think back on Pearl Harbor, on the attacks that day on December 

7%, what's the first thing that comes to your mind, what do you immediately 

think about when, at a conversation someone realizes you are a Pearl Harbor 

survivor. 

05:00 

HR: When I come back from there? 

05:02 

CD: Oh anytime, even today. 

05:04 

HR: I don't really, I don't really know, it's been so long ago that people don't, 
people don't come up to me and ask questions. There's not very many 


people that really have, have opinions or want to know much about it other 
than the fact that they, they are uh, I suppose you would say they are 
surprised to see those of us that are still around. But uh, I wouldn't say 
they're surprised either but they treat us just like normal people. 


05:44 


CD: There's about a million and a half people a year who go out to the Arizona 
Memorial to pay respects at that place and to learn about what happened 
that day all over Oahu. What would you say to those people having lived 
through it, what would you want them to take away from their visit and 
experience? 


06:07 

HR: Idon't know other than the fact that they, they should be appraised of the 
fact that we are not really that secure in the world. You have to be alert all 
the time, there's too much, there's too much going on that...you can't be 
passive although there are a lot of people who are because they're not 
interested in military things. I think the ones who are, who are really 
alerted are the people who are in uniform or people who have been in 
uniform, much more so than people who have a different way of life, other 
things they're doing. Nobody, nobody asks me questions, I don't have 
anybody come and talk to me cause I supposed if I was in uniform they 
would, but I'm just like you, I wear the same kind of clothes you do...well 
we don't look a like but you know (laughs), that's my fault. 


07:17 
CD: Maybe back in the day (laughs). 


07:19 
HR: Yeah (laughs). 


07:21 
CD: Have you been back to the memorial? 


07:23 
HR: Yeah. 


07:25 
CD: When you go out to the site, what goes through your mind, what are you 
feeling when you 're there and when you're standing.. 


07:33 

HR: Well, when I went out to the memorial the last time, the only time I was 
there, to go out, actually to the actual memorial out there where the 
battleship, um, Arizona is...they've got a plaque up on the wall there that 
lists the names of the people who died that day, and there's three or four 
people's whose names I knew well. They were people, guys that I was with, 
and uh, in San Diego and places before we ever got to Pearl. They uh, were 
the guys that I joined the navy with, some of them went right from boot- 
camp to ships, I was one of the ones that was selected to go to aviation 
school and so I did that. 


08:32 
CD: Do you know what names those are, the ones you remember? 


08:35 
HR: Yeah. 


08:36 
CD: Who are they? 


08:37 

HR: One was a kid named Richard Kayed, and uh, there's another one, um, 
Swede Larson, I can't tell you what his first name was now, everybody 
called him Swede but they called everybody in the Navy “Swede” that were 
Swedish, you know they just, that's part of a nickname. (9:00) There was a 
couple, 3 of them that I, I can't say all of them. I uh, I remember Kayed 
well because my twin brother and I were getting on the train in Seattle to 
go to San Diego and her son, Richard, was also down there to get on the 
train, and she asked us if we would be sure to take good care of Richard 
and make sure that he didn't get into any problems. Well, so we watched 
Richard all the way to San Diego, I watched him all the way through boot- 
camp and that was about the last I saw of him. I saw, I saw her, the mother 
and the father later on, 3 years later I guess it was. Myself and another kid 
were hitchhiking to Vancouver, BC and a car stopped and picked us up and 
it was Richard Kayed's mother and father. (10:00) And so I got to talk to 
them a little bit then. Other than that I don't know, I don't know anything 
about anybody. 


Pause for plane and to review next questions. 


10:50 
CD: How did you, how long was it before you could contact your parents and let 
them know that you were ok? 


11:35 
CD: So how did your parents find out you were ok? 


12:03 

CD: Now on the day of the 7", there was couple plans that went down because 
of the return fire from your base, did you see, can you describe what you 
saw with those planes? 


En 


13:57 
CD: Did you receive any medals or honors for your actions that day? 


14:03 

HR: Not for that particular day. I uh, I have a ribbon that is assigned to all of us 
that were in the service at that time called the National Defense Medal. 
Uh...I got a bunch of, I got a bunch of ribbons from different activities and 
different...different things that I was involved in during my in the, in the 
service. Most of them are from during World War II, I have, I have an air 
medal and I have two Presidential Unit Citations and the rest of them are 
just campaign ribbons and stuff like the China service, and uh, Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater and stuff like that. 


15:00 
CD: What do you think the lesson of Pearl Harbor is for the country today? 


15:06 

HR: Be prepared. Be alert, the same thing happened in New York here a few 
years back. And of course everybody was blithely going about their 
business there too. Having no knowledge that they were being, were gonna 
be challenged. And I really think that that situation in New York is a 
duplication of what we had out there. It happened to a bunch of civilians 
rather than military people but, uh, it ended up the same way. A shock to 
your system...to say the least, but look at how fast the people have 
forgotten about that. They have to be reminded all the time about the fact 
that we even had a problem back there in New York and Washington DC. 
The whole, the thing, the thing could happen again but it won't be quite as 


extensive or a big surprise like that one there was, or like Pearl Harbor 
was because we have assigned departments now that stay alert. And their 
response time is a lot quicker too than it was then. 


16:37 
CD: Um, what does being a Pearl Harbor survivor mean to you, how is it 
important in your life? 


16:47 
HR: How important is it to my life? 


16:50 
CD: Yeah 


16:51 

HR: (Shifts in chair) I don't know, it's, it's a part of my life that I will always 
remember and a part of my life that I'm proud of. I'm, I'm happy that I 
came through it without having suffered too much damage and everything, 
but it was an education. I was, I was a 17 year old kid that day, that's 
probably about 3 weeks later Ibecame 18, but at that same time I thought 
I was a man that same day. I looked, I looked at the world a little bit 
different from that time on. Wasn't all fun and games anymore. And I'm 
sure everybody else did experience the same thing. What we really, mainly 
thought at first and foremost was to get back at the Japanese, that was, 
that was our goal for the rest of the time. And uh, I stayed out there, 
(18:00) I didn't come back to the states until the latter part of 1943, so I 
was engaged in other activities, other battles and stuff like that like 
Midway and Guadal Canal and, things like that. We were involved in it, the 
squadrons. And uh, and then realistically I was, I was at sea most all of 
World War II, overseas, in one capacity was flying as a combat air 
crewman. (Crew talking) 


18:55 
I: Harry, did you say you were wounded in the attack? 


18:57 
HR: Did I say I was wounded? 


18:58 
CD: Yes - by shrapnel? 


19:22 
I: I was just wondering, we had other guys that happened to, they got the 
Purple Heart, you didn't receive a Purple Heart. 


19:28 
HR: I didn't even go to sick bay, I never reported any damage (crew talking in 
background). It was just part of the routine, yeah. 


19:42 
CD: Let's jump back, if you could just convey that story again about, the little 
bit of damage that you did sustain and how you dealt with that. 


19:54 
HR: How I dealt with it? 


19:55 
CD: Well, what did you do after...could you talk a little...about when you got 
peppered with the concrete shrapnel? 


21:08 
CD: Did you help him at all that day? (Has to repeat) Did you help him at all 
that day once he got shot? 


21:14 

HR: Yeah, (coughs and crew talks) I didn't see him get shot, but after the 
airplane went by I turned, I came out to go back into the hanger and he 
hollered. So then I looked around and I saw that he was badly damaged so 
I called into the hanger for some help and two more guys come out and we 
helped him inside and uh, took care of him in there (coughs till 21:53) I 
didn't have anything to do with him other than that. 


22:13 
CD: Isthere anything that I haven't asked you today about your experiences 
there that you think is important, that you want to share? 


Crew talking 


24:22 
CD: Just trying to, uh, why didn't you get the Purple Heart for what happened 
to you that day? 


24:30 

HR: Inever reported it. Inever reported anything to anybody. As far as I know, 
nobody knows I got sprayed with that gravel and that stuff. I didn't, I didn't 
run up to anybody talk to anybody and say 'Look at here' (rubs arm where 
he got hit). That wasn't very important really. The important thing was my 
arm was still there, but as far as talking to anybody, I didn't, I didn't even 
know anything about a Purple Heart. Didn't have any idea about that kind 
of stuff. I did go to, as far as I remember, I did go to the sick bay and they 
took a, took some gauze and rubbed some alcohol on my arm and put 
some Makerochrome on it or something like that I guess, but I don't even 
know ifthey asked me my name, at that time they had other things that 
were much more important than some kid with a scratch. 


25:39 
END OF INTERVIEW 


